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 Media Release

2008 Club Marine Southern 80
8th, 9th & 10th February 2008

Southern 80 water ski race
The Southern 80 Ski Race is an integral part of the Echuca / Moama Calender.  The event which takes place on the Murray River between Torrumbarry and Echuca is conducted annually on the weekend of the second Sunday of February.  The event is conducted by the Moama Water Sports Club.
The Southern 80 attracts over 260 boats to the Murray River from all over Australia and internationally is the largest water ski race in the world. 

Water Ski Racing is a sport involving a boat, equipped with a driver and observer (someone who is watching for the skiers out the back).  The skiers (usually two of them) are skiing on one ski about 200 feet behind the boat.  Depending on the boat, the level of skill of the skiers and the conditions – the speeds can reach up to 170 kmph.  With over 120 bends in the Mighty Murray River between Torrumbarry and Echuca – the Southern 80 is a test of the all members of the crew. 
The 2008 Club Marine Southern 80 starts on the 8th February, with a breakfast with the stars – taking place in the Port Precinct in Murray Esplanade, Echuca.  This is where the old time boats (the famous Murray River Paddle steamers) meet the supercharged ones (the competitors in the 2008 Club Marine Southern 80).  Breakfast is available from 7am till 9am provided by the traders in the Port Area.  This is a terrific opportunity to see the boats close up – to marvel at their paintwork, admire their engines and to talk the competitors.

From 12 noon to 5pm all the boats competing in the 2008 Club Marine Southern 80 will have to be safety scrutineered – this takes place at Byfords on the Cobb Highway, Moama.  Safety scrutineering involves looking at each boat, ensuring that it has the safety requirements for the event, such an engine kill switch, fire extinguishers, life jackets etc.
In the main shopping area of Echuca on Saturday morning is the Static display, where many of the top teams show off their boats to the public.  Again it is a perfect opportunity to catch a look at the boats close up.

Racing starts at 8.30am on Saturday 9th February, with the short course racing starting at the Victoria Park Boat ramp and travelling downstream to the Five Mile Boat Ramp in Moama – distance of 20 kms.  Once all the boats have been accounted for, the competitors return to Victoria Park.  Following these 4 classes, the Tadpoles (under 10 skiers), Veterans (Over 40), Senior Social and other classes, will travel from the Five Mile Boat Ramp to Victoria Park.  The main event for the afternoon will occur around 3.30pm when the Tip Top Bakers Blitz occurs.  The Tip Top Bakers Blitz determines the start places for the Superclass boats in the main event on Sunday.  Here the top boats leave Five Mile reserve in 2 minute intervals.  This time trial will see the boats travel the 20 kms in a time of around 7 minutes.  
Saturday night and the action doesn’t stop in Echuca / Moama.  The restaurants, pubs and clubs come alive with people out enjoying the Echuca / Moama nightlife.  

Saturday night also the Murray River will rock with the Southern 80 River Rock Party.  To set this party off and rocking will be Screaming Jets as the feature band, with Future Role Models and DJ Owen.  The venue for this event is the Aquatic Reserve, with gates opening at 5.30pm.  NO BYO.  Tickets are available at the Southern 80 shop in Anstruther st Echuca for $25 General Admission or $30 at the gate.
Sunday and racing starts at 8.30am at Torrumbarry Weir.  In the morning the social classes are on the water.  Social classes are defined by the ski’s that the skier ski’s on.  Don’t think that these times to tackle the 120+ bends in the Murray River between Torrumbarry & Echuca are any slower than those who ski on the race ski – they are not.  Some of these skiers are awesome to watch as they ski on popsicle sticks (social skis), travelling the Murray River in times around 35 – 40 minutes.
At 12 noon on Sunday the expert classes will be on the water.  The Superclass boats led the charge down the river hoping to break the record set in 200 by the team Top Shot in a time of 31 minutes and 23 seconds.  The tussle to watch would be between the two top teams in Australia – Stinga, last years overall winner and Hellbent (overall winner in 2005 & 2006).  
There are many places along the Murray River to watch all the action, but to capture the feel of the event – the finish line is the place to be.

The Finish Line at Victoria Park boat ramp is fully catered for with food, drinks and trade displays to wander through.  The Freestyle Motocross Show by Southside Promotions featuring Crusty Demon riders will be displaying some of their talents on motorbikes through out the day in the Trade area. Marvel at their daring, be awed by their riding.
A Two day pass which is $30 and under 13 years of age is free.
For further information regarding the event you can visit www.southern80.com.au for all the latest results as they happen you can download the results via your mobile phone (provided you have internet access) at www.southern80.com.au/mobile.htm - this page will be updated constantly during the weekend.
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