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Dennis Rowbottom – Island Cooler & The Mistress
Dennis Rowbottom started water ski racing in 1984, when he entered his social boat, with a bench front seat (called Kazz) into the Southern 80, they were second in their class Under 5.2 Litre V drive and 6 cylinder Midmount.  This started the love of water ski racing, which has carried Dennis through many highs and lows in his life.  

In 1984 also saw the start of a strong mateship with Leo Welch, which is still strong today. In 1984, Dennis towed Leo behind Kazz and now a days Leo is in the observer’s seat with Dennis in The Mistress.
If you don’t know the name Dennis Rowbottom, then you may know the boat Island Cooler.  Island Cooler has won the Southern 80 twice back in the late 80 & early 90’s (1989 & 1990).  Island Cooler also has the distinction of being the only boat to win outright all three Victorian River Races (Southern 80, Robinvale & Mildura) in the same season / year - 1990.  In fact this feat started the King of the Murray Series in 1991, with the Mildura and Southern 80 races, the Robinvale event joined later in 1999.
After racing Kazz, Dennis then drove The Mexican for a couple of years, for Ray Lochead, before purchasing Island Cooler in 1988.
In ‘Cooler’s’ first Southern 80 they were first in 16-19 Boys and fourth outright.  This cemented the strong partnership of Dennis Rowbottom (driver) and Leo Welch (Observer), in that race they towed Justin Edwards and Curtis Brown.

Island Cooler was on the water for four (4) years and saw it achieve many records, tow many top skiers (who are still competing today) and best of all enjoy themselves!  Some of the many skiers that they towed include; Nathan Glynn, Mark Pickering, Jamie Oliver, Gavin Bricker, Damien Matthews and Murray Brown.  Jamie Oliver still races in Superclass today – this time behind Chief.
At the time Dennis would have loved to have had a better boat to take Jamie Oliver to the worlds.  He felt that Jamie has the talent to make it on the world scene – but the money to provide a reliable boat was not there at the time.

In the time of Island Cooler there was another formidable team on the water – that of Recovery / Rolco, with Ted Hurley doing the driving.  They often race neck and neck in VWSA and VSTC point score event and enjoyed a camaraderie / competitiveness that exists today with the likes of Hellbent and Stinga.

Island Cooler retired from the water in 1992, along with Dennis.  In 2007 Dennis hoped back into the drivers seat in ‘The Mistress’ – again with Leo Welch observering.

Over the past 15 years Dennis has been battling Kidney disease and experiencing ill health.  With his health back on track, his good mate Leo asked if he would drive his new boat The Mistress, which was the last Island Cooler. Dennis was rapt to get back into the Drivers seat again.
Dennis has been competing in ski racing events this season, but this time instead of racing down the water with Recovery – he has been towing Ted’s grandson, Ashley Johnstone in some races, and races with Mark Cranny’s Hellbent / Hellrazor boats.
Prior to racing at the Southern 80, Dennis will run down the course once in a social boat, as Echuca is his home town, he is confident that he knows the river well.  He is confident that The Mistress can give Hellbent and Stinga a run for their money, as the 21 foot Everingham with a Chev Twin Turbo engine can power through the corners (over 120 of them).  Dennis believes “the corners for the Southern 80 are where the race is won or lost”.  Reliability is another crucial factor in a winning team – there are five competitors out on the water competing (the boat, driver, observer and two skiers) and if any of them are having an off day – the race can be lost.

Dennis is enjoying his return to the sport he loves.  “Water Ski Racing is like a disease, once you get into it, it is in your blood”.  Dennis is a true testament to this.

Now a days there is a bit of a role reversal between Leo and Dennis.  With Island Cooler, Dennis provided the boat and Leo did the running around. Now Leo provides the boat and Dennis does the running around.

When advising new people to the sport of water ski racing Dennis would say:-

· You have to enjoy the sport, there is an opportunity of great mateship that can take you all over Australia and even the world.

· You need to have a competitive spirit and aspirations of winning

· Get together with a team, where you each know each others capabilities.  This does take time, but boy is it worth it in the end.

· The name of the game is to finish the race, then look at the times.

Dennis is confident that The Mistress can do well at the 2008 Club Marine Southern 80 and keep up with the likes of Stinga and Hellbent.  His skiers Jai and Zac Welch (Leo’s son’s) can only develop further as Superclass skiers.
To watch the Superclass boats come over the finish line, Victoria Park, Echuca is the place to be.  On Saturday the Tip Top Bakeries Bakers Blitz starts at 3.30pm from the Five Mile Boat ramp, with boats leaving at 2 minute intervals.  The Blitz determines the starting order for the Superclass event on Sunday.  Sunday and the Superclass or Expert classes, leave Torrumbarry at 12 noon.  Can the record of 31:23 be broken?
The Victoria Park is fully catered for and no esky’s allowed. A two day or weekend pass is $30.  For further information about the 2008 Club Marine Southern 80 visit the Southern 80 web page www.southern80.com.au 
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