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 Media Release

2008 Club Marine Southern 80
8th, 9th & 10th February 2008

A look back in time.
What were you doing on the second Sunday in February 1988?  For many water ski racers they were watching or participating in the 23rd Annual Southern 80 held on the Murray River at Echuca / Moama.
What will you be doing on the second Sunday in February – 2008. Over 20,000 people will be watching the 2008 Club Marine Southern 80, either from the banks of the Murray River or from the start line at Torrumbarry Weir or the finish line at Victoria Park.

1988 was called the ‘Year of Mourning’ for Australia’s Aboriginal people, who regarded the year as a celebration of survival, along with celebrating the Bicentenary of our great Nation.  Popular films at the time were – Rain Man, Who framed Roger Rabbit, Die Hard, Crocodile Dundee 2, A fish called Wanda.  If you listened to music you were tuning into Enya, Robert Palmer, Guns N Roses, Michael Jackson, Kylie Minogue to name a few.  Our Prime Minister was Bob Hawke.
Sunday 14th February 1988 and the 23rd Annual Southern 80 was hitting the water.  307 entries were received for the 1988 event (568 in 2008) conducted by the Moama Water Sports Club with assistance from Riverine Petroleum and 1521 2QN (which is now Classic Rock, which is still involved with the event.)

The cover of the 1988 Southern 80 program shows Recovery – the winner of the 1987 event. Today in 2008, that boat is competing in Superclass with similar paintwork and the same observer – Glynn Hurley and the boat is called Recovery’s Reflection.

The following local Echuca businesses (which are still in business today) had advertisements in the printed program which back then sold for $4.00 (in 2008, the program is $10.00): Shamrock Hotel, Peter Mayes Tyres, Merool Caravan Park, Jesses, Sportslander Motor Inn, MV Mary Anne, Torrumbarry Road House, Kevin Wilson, Echuca Printers, Moama Motor Inn, Caledonia Hotel / Motel, Echuca Caravan Park, Tisdall Wines, to name a few.
Campaspe Valley Motors were a class sponsor in 1988 and still continue to do so today.  Echuca Printers also prints the program – the same as they did back in 1988.

Prize Money for the 1988 event was in excess of $12,000, with $1,000 for the fastest boat to break 36 minutes and $100 for the winner of the 19 classes.  In 2008 – the outright winner takes home $5000.00 and another $1500 if they break the record (time of 31:23 – set in 2000 by Top Shot – a long way under 36 minutes!), plus $250 for winning their class.  Overall around $30,000 is available in prize money from the 2008 event.
Racing in Southern 80 in 1988, was held on one day – the Sunday, with Saturday being official practice day.  In the 2008 Club Marine Southern 80, racing is over 2 days with no official practice day, along with scrutineering and breakfast with the stars which occurs on the Friday.
A crowd of 4000 people watched the event at Victoria Park.  Camping in Buses was allowed at Victoria Park, with about 20-30 buses in attendance.  The half time entertainment was a Jet Ski Demonstration.

In 2008 it expected that 20,000 people will watch the race from the banks of the Murray River, with half time entertainment taking place at Victoria Park. Highlighting the Southside Promotions Motorcross display featuring Crusty Demons riders.  Most compeititors stay in various accommodation house in the Echuca / Moama area.
In 2008 there are 38 classes for the Club Marine Southern 80.

The following classes, along with the number of competitors were conducted in 1988

Expert Class 1 – Unlimited Inboard
12 entries
Expert Class 2 – Unlimited Outboard
6 entries
Expert Class 3 – MOC (Monohull Open Cockpit)
8 entries
Expert Class 4 – SMOC up to 235 HP outboard & Under 8 Litre Inboard
22 entries
Expert Class 5 – Up to 6 Litre and up to 201HP outboard
20 entries
Expert Class 6 – Up to 5.2 Litre & 6 Cylinder and 176 HP outboard
18 entries
Expert Class 7 – Boys and Girls 16-19 Years at 1/7/87
6 entries
Expert Class 8 – Juniors Under 16 Years at 1/7/87
5 entries
Expert Class 9 – Sub Juniors under 13 at 1/7/87
4 entries
Expert Class 10 – Open Women
6 entries
Novice Class 11 – Up to 8 Litre Inboard and up to 2.8 Litre outboard
22 entries
Novice Class 12 – Up to 6 Litre 
42 entries
Novice Class 13 – Up to 201 HP outboard
12 entries
Novice Class 14 – Under 5.2 l V drive (6 l centremount), up to 176HP outboard
22 entries
Novice Class 15 – Up to 5.2 Litre centremount and up to 141HP outboard
10 entries
Novice Class 16 – 6 Cylinder centremount and up to 116HP outboard 
11 entries
Novice Class 17 – Open Women
14 entries
Novice Class 18 – Juniors under 16 years at 1/7/87
7 entries
Novice Class 19 – Sub Juniors under 13 year  at 1/7/87
6 entries
Boat hulls really haven’t changed shape much over the 20 years, although there are more boat manufacturers in the market place now.
Engines, especially for the fast boats were Supercharged with carburettors and very little if any electronic engine management systems.  Today most engines have some form of engine management system in place, which helps to ensure reliability and the ability to finely tune the engines.  Superclass boats are generally running twin turbos on their engines and legs or outboard legs on engines are popular too.  Engines today are designed to be more reliable and a greater pick up, especially driving out of corners.

In the boat in 1988, Drivers and Observers wore life jackets and helmets.  Now-a-days a Firesuits and enclosed footwear is a must.  A lot of teams use helmets with intercoms to talk to each other, rather than relying on hand signals.
Skiers safety requirements haven’t change greatly – they need to wear flotation and helmets.  The construction  of the wetsuits has developed over the years, as it has become lighter, but more protective and moulds more to the body shape of the skier.

Three current MWSC directors raced in 1988 – Neil Donald, Peter Glanville and Ken Oliver.  In fact Ken Oliver was the president in 1988 – along with him as a director was Jane Dalton.  Today Jane organises the Judges for race day.
Approximately 160 competitors in today’s event were not born when the 1988 race was run.

Back in 1988 the Southern 80 was a premier water ski racing event in Victoria and Australia.  In 2008 the event is the largest water ski race in the world.

For further information about the 2008 Club Marine Southern 80 please visit the Southern 80 web page www.southern80.com.au and catch all the action on the water at Victoria Park Boat Ramp, Saturday 9th & Sunday 10th February.  A two day pass is $30.

The following competitors competed in the 1988 Southern 80 and have entered the 2008 Club Marine Southern 80.  (This information is based on the information in the 1988 program and those who are members of SRA at the 10th January 2008)
	Competitor
	1988
boat, position, class
	2008 
boat, position, class

	Brian Agar
	Red Dragon, Observer, Novice – Under 5.2 Litre (6 litre centremount) up to 176 HP Outboard
	Hagar Illusion, Observer, Senior Social

	Scott Agar
	Red Dragon, Driver, Novice – Under 5.2 Litre (6 litre centremount) up to 176 HP Outboard
	Hagar Illusion, Driver, Senior Social

	Christian Apps
	The Sting, Skier, Novice – Sub Juniors under 13 years
	Under the Hammer, Skier, Expert – Unlimited Inboard / Outboard

	Gavin Arnott
	The Tack, Skier, Expert – MOC
	Temper, Skier, Expert – Unlimited Inboard / Outboard
Temper, Skier, Social – Unlimited Inboard / Outboard

Temper, Skier, Senior Social



	Terry Bennett
	Witchcraft, Driver, Novice – Sub Juniors under 13 years
	Chief Starter for the 2008 Club Marine Southern 80

	Mark Brennan
	Southern Express, Skier, Novice – Under 5.2 Litre (6 litre centremount) up to 176 HP Outboard

Southern Express, Driver, Expert – up to 5.2 Litre and up to 176HP outboard
	The Confederate, Driver, Expert – Unlimited Inboard / Outboard



	Justin Cadden
	Too Low 4 Zero, Skier, Expert – Sub Juniors under 13
	Idlewild, skier, Superclass

	Lisa Carne (now Clancy)
	Burn Out, Skier, Novice – 6 cylc centremount and up to 116 HP outboard

Water Ski City, Skier, Expert – Open Women
	Kane It Again, Skier, Expert – 2.5 Litre

	Danny Cropper
	Rolco, Skier, Expert - Unlimited Inboard
	The Syndicate, Skier, Superclass

	Andrew Davis
	Temper, Driver, Novice up to 8 Litre & up to 2.8 Litre outboard
	Temper, Driver, Expert – Unlimited Inboard / Outboard

Temper, Driver, Social – Unlimited Inboard / Outboard

Temper, Driver, Senior Social



	Paul Dodgshun
	Rank, Driver, Novice – Open Women 

Cutloose, Driver, Expert – SMOC up to 235 HP outboard & Under 8 Litre inboard
	Agrovation, observer, 8 Litre Short Course
Agrovation, observer, Expert - 8 Litre 

	Brett Dominguez
	Thundernuts, Skier, Expert – Sub Juniors under 13
	Thundernuts, Skier, Expert – F2


	Neil Donald
	Penetration, Driver, Expert – up to 6 Litre and up to 201 HP outboard
	MWSC Life Member
Current MWSC Director
Sonic, Observer, Social – Under 16 

Sonic, Driver, Expert – Under 16 Boys

	Wayne Duggan
	Little Macs, Skier, Expert - Unlimited Outboard
	Kryptonite, Skier, Social – 5.2 Litre

	Bernie Elliot
	Nightmare, Driver, Novice – up to 6 Litre
	Revival, Driver, Disabled

	Peter Glanville
	It’s Mine, Driver, Novice – up to 6 Litre
 It’s Mine, Driver, Expert – up to 6 Litre and up to 201 HP outboard
	MWSC Life Member & 
Current MWSC Director

	Nick Groves
	Mixa, Skier, Novice – Up to 5.2 Litre centremount and up to 141 HP Outboard

Mixa, Skier, Expert – up to 5.2 Litre and up to 176HP outboard
	Kaned It, skier, SMOC Short Course
Kaned It, skier, Veterans

Kaned It, skier, Expert - SMOC 

Kaned It, skier, Social - SMOC 

	Greg Gunther
	Beaureparies, Driver, Novice up to 8 Litre & up to 2.8 Litre outboard
	Fastcash, Driver, Superclass

	Dale Haw
	Boss Hogg, observer, Novice up to 8 Litre & up to 2.8 Litre outboard
	Hitman, Driver, Expert – SMOC
Hitman, Driver, Short Course

Synthetic, observer, Social - Women

	Glynn Hurley
	Recovery, Observer, Expert - Unlimited Inboard
	Recovery’s Reflection, Observer, Superclass

	Adrian Heffernan
	Krak-A-Ton, Driver, Expert - Unlimited Inboard
	Gotta Go, Driver, Expert – Women
Gotta Go, Driver, Social – Unlimited Inboard

	Peter Kendall
	Bullet Proof, Driver, Expert – Boys & Girls 16-19 Years
	The Sting, Driver, Expert – Under 13 Boys

	John Kendall
	Bullet Proof, Skier, Expert – Boys & Girls 16-19 Years
	The Sting, Observer, Expert – Under 13 Boys

	Ian Kirk
	Crossfire, Observer, Novice – Under 5.2 Litre (6 litre centremount) up to 176 HP Outboard
	Crossfire, Observer, Expert – SMOC
Crossfire, Observer, Social – SMOC

Crossfire, Observer, Short Course SMOC

Crossfire, Observer, Social – Juniors Under 16

	Tony Larmer
	Vegemite, Skier, Novice – up to 6 Litre
	Vegemite, Driver, Social – 5.2 Litre & 6 Litre
Vegemite, Driver, Expert – 6 Litre

	Alan Linke
	N-Vee-Us, Driver, Novice – Under 5.2 Litre (6 litre centremount) up to 176 HP Outboard
	Still N Vee Us, Driver, 60mph short course
Still N Vee Us, Driver, Expert – 6 Litre

	Ray Lochead
	Obession, Observer, Expert – up to 5.2 Litre and up to 176HP outboard
	Assistant Starter – 2008 Club Marine Southern 80

	Ricky Love
	Styx, Skier, Novice – up to 6 Litre
	The B, Skier, Superclass
Exertion, Skier, 8 Litre Short Course

	Betty Thompson (now McCoomb)
	It’s Mine, Observer, Novice – up to 6 Litre
It’s Mine, Observer, Expert – up to 6 Litre and up to 201 HP outboard
	MWSC Secretary

	Barry McDermott
	Cutloose, Driver, Expert – SMOC up to 235 HP outboard & Under 8 Litre inboard
	Out of Control, observer, Expert – Unlimited Inboard / Outboard
Out of Control, observer, Veterans

	Gavin Milgate
	Zimbabwe, Skier, Novice – up to 6 Litre
	Rumours HasIt, Driver, 60mph Expert
Woody, Driver, Seacraft Sprint

	Damien Matthews
	Corruption, Skier, Expert – Juniors under 16
	Hellbent, observer, Superclass

	Steven Morley
	Too Low 4 Zero, Skier, Expert – Sub Juniors under 13
	Longshot, driver, Veterans

	Jamie Oliver
	Little Macs, Skier, Expert - Unlimited Outboard
	Chief, skier, Superclass

	Ken Oliver
	Alabama, Driver, Expert – Juniors under 16
	MWSC Life Member

Current MWSC Director

	Travis Oliver
	Alabama, Skier, Expert – Juniors under 16
	Sportspage, skier, Expert – 8 Litre

	Scott Owbridge
	Roulette, Observer, Novice up to 8 Litre & up to 2.8 Litre outboard
	Merc Force, skier, Veterans
The Caretaker, observer, Expert – Unlimited inboard / outboard

	Peter Ralph
	Matjus, Driver, Novice – up to 6 Litre
	Cinders, driver, Social – Juniors Under 16
Cinders, driver, 6 litre short course

Cinders, driver, Expert – Juniors Under 16

	Dennis Rowbottom
	Island Cooler, Driver, Expert – Boys & Girls 16-19 Years
	The Mistress, Driver, Superclass

	Tony Rowe
	Crossfire, Driver, Novice – Under 5.2 Litre (6 litre centremount) up to 176 HP Outboard
	Crossfire, Driver, Expert – SMOC

Crossfire, Driver, Social – SMOC

Crossfire, Driver, Short Course SMOC

Crossfire, Driver, Social – Juniors Under 16

	Steven Rowe
	Crossfire, Skier, Novice – Under 5.2 Litre (6 litre centremount) up to 176 HP Outboard
	Sportspage, Skier, Expert – 8 Litre

	Colin Senior
	Cigarette, Skier, Novice – up to 6 Litre 

Cigarette, Skier, Expert – up to 6 Litre and up to 201 HP outboard
	Kamikaze, skier, Expert – 6 Litre
Kamikaze, skier, Short course 6 Litre

Kamikaze, skier, Veterans

	Rodney Senior
	Cigarette, Skier, Novice – up to 6 Litre
 Cigarette, Skier, Expert – up to 6 Litre and up to 201 HP outboard
	Kamikaze, skier, Expert – 6 Litre

Kamikaze, skier, Short course 6 Litre

Kamikaze, skier, Veterans

	Megan Smith
	Black Magic, Skier , Expert – Open Women
	Spontaneous, skier, 8 Litre Inboard

	Greg Sprunt
	Out of Control, Driver, Expert – SMOC up to 235 HP outboard & Under 8 Litre inboard
	Out of Control, driver, Expert – Unlimited Inboard / Outboard

Out of Control, driver, Veterans

	Stuart Thomas
	Psychopath, Driver, Novice – Under 5.2 Litre (6 litre centremount) up to 176 HP Outboard 

Murphy’s Law, Observer, Expert – SMOC up to 235 HP outboard & Under 8 Litre inboard
	Mechanic for Team Hell (Hellbent / Hellrazor, Hell’s Toy)

	Roy Turner
	Cinders, Observer, Expert – up to 6 Litre and up to 201 HP outboard 
	Current MWSC Director

	Graham Watts
	Mr Walker, Skier, Expert - Unlimited Outboard
	Fastcash, Observer, Superclass

	Leo Welch
	Island Cooler, Observer, Expert – Boys & Girls 16-19 Years
	The Mistress, observer, Superclass

	Tony Wilson
	Black Magic, Driver , Expert – Open Women
	Phoenix, Driver, Tadpoles
Phoenix, Driver, Expert – Junior Girls

	Annette Woods
	Sinister, Skier , Expert – Open Women
	Kane It, skier, Veterans
Kaned it again, skier, Expert – 2.5 Litre

	Phil Woods
	Greystoke, Observer, Expert – MOC
	Kaned It again, driver, Expert – 2.5 Litre
Kaned It again, driver, Social – 2.5 Litre

	Cameron Wymer
	Nightmare, Observer, Novice – up to 6 Litre 

Migrain, Driver, Expert – up to 5.2 Litre and up to 176HP outboard
	Chief, observer, Superclass
Toecutter, observer, Social - Women
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