
Plenty of water for the 2008 Southern 80

Putting the ever growing rumour mill to rest, Moama Water Sports Club – organisers of the Southern 80 Waterski Race – have announced that the 2008 race will be going ahead as planned on the 8th, 9th and 10th February 2008.

New Marketing & Sponsorship Manager for the event, Annie Barrow informed us that the Murray Darling Basin Commission have stated that there will be “at least the same water levels as last year”.  The Commission’s Chief Executive, Dr Wendy Craik AM said flows in the Murray system are increased every year over summer to meet demand, and the same is now happening along the River Murray.  “River levels at Echuca are expected to range between 86.4m and 86.8m AHD”, she stated.
With that sorted, the Moama Water Sports Club has gone into top gear to make the biggest waterski race in the world, even bigger. 
With the race attracting over 1,500 national and international competitors, and an audience of approximately 80,000 spectators, the Southern 80 has established Echuca-Moama and the Murray River as the waterski capital of Australia. 

The 3 day event is set to be jam-packed with competitors racing at speeds of up to 200kph all to be the quickest over the 80km stretch.  2007 winner – “Stinga” will be out to retain their title, however, other contenders like “Hellbent” will be giving everything they’ve got to try and break the elusive 30 minute barrier.

Events begin on Friday 8th February with “Breakfast with the Stars” in the picturesque Port of Echuca precinct then cover static displays in the main street and racing on Saturday and culminating with the Club Marine Southern 80 main race on Sunday.  The whole Echuca-Moama area also puts on a show with bands, activities and much more.
“The event is very much aimed at the family this year”, said Ms Barrow.  The Club will be entertaining the kids as well as catering for the Mum’s and Dad’s with refreshments, high speed action and on-water demonstrations.  Ms Barrow also mentioned, “It would be sensible to plan your stay in Echuca/Moama now as accommodation goes fast and camp sites along the river are snapped up quickly”.

“The best place to enjoy the weekend is at the finish line site at Victoria Park Boat Ramp where you can witness all the action up river on the big screen”, she said.
Check out their website www.southern80.com.au for further information.
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The biggest waterski race in the world - 8th-10th February 2008









1

