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 Media Release

2008 Club Marine Southern 80
8th, 9th & 10th February 2008

International Characters in the 2008 Club Marine Southern 80
The 2008 Club Marine Southern 80 has broken all records with this years event.  With 568 entries received, this is certainly a race to put into the record books.  The Guinness Book of Records has been contacted and the MWSC is awaiting the confirmation that the Southern 80 is the “Largest water ski race in the world”.

It is a world class event attracting competitors from all over the world.  From California in the USA the team of #337 Hell Ya are venturing to compete in this year’s event.  Bob Grande and Gary Sawyer have been and skied in the Club Marine Southern 80 before.  This year there are bringing team members Brent Griffin (skier) and driver Bruce Monroe.  The boat they have shipped out from the USA is Schiada - twin wipple supercharger V-drive. Bob is the owner of the boat and competes in marathon and circuit ski racing events.  Bob and Brent will be the skiers and they have both been water ski racing for over 15 years.  They were Catalina Double up winners in 2007, a very experience team.
The team have entered in two events for the weekend, Veterans and the Superclass event, and they may have caught the eye of the President as well.

Brady Hoggins and his father Howard are almost season regulars at the Club Marine Southern 80.  They hail from San Deigo go out almost every weekend to practice.  They also travel to Australia many times during the year to compete at events in Australia such as the Bridge to Bridge, Grafton Bridge to Bridge and of course the Club Marine Southern 80.  Brady also represent the USA in the World Titles in New Zealand in 2007 in the Junior Boys class.  In the 2008 Club Marine Southern 80 Howard will be driving Sudden Force with Rory Brown in the observers seat for skiers Brady and Rory Brien, they will be competing in the Junior Boys Class and watch out for them on the water Saturday afternoon.
Jaaron Fritz is the current Junior Boys World Champion – he is from New Zealand and competed in the Southern 80 many times, whilst also competing against many of Victoria’s junior skiers with the Trans Tasman Challenge, which occurs every year.  This year Jaaron is skiing behind Splat Attack in the 2.5 Litre expert class with Neil Dutton (NZ) observing and brother Logan the other skier.
Adelaide Cox is also making the trip across the Tasman to compete in this years event, she is skiing behind Cykotic in the Junior Girls class with Natalie Keys from Sydney.

The boat Warlord is making the trip from New Zealand again.  The boat won the event in 1994 before being sold to a New Zealand ski racer.  The boat has made the trip over a couple of times to compete in the event.  This year the boat is competing in the Unlimited – Expert event with Kevin Murphy driving, Tony Bradley observing and some of New Zealand’s finest skiers in Bevan Turksma and Vaughan Hyde skiing.

Boats can be imported from overseas to compete in Ski Racing events.  Most people will take a second look at The Confederate as it comes down the river this year.  The Confederate is sporting a new paint work and a new hull.  The hull is at 21 foot Liberator all the way from Kentucky USA and sporting the flag of the confederate – it certainly one to watch for.  There are 2 x 2.5 US Champion Mercury Motors on the back.  The team come from Melbourne, with Mark (Herbie) Brennan driving in his 23rd  Southern 80 with observer Justin Foot and brother and sister  Melissa Foot and James Kennedy doing the skiing.  They are competing in the Unlimited class.
To get up close to the competitors you can see them on land at the Breakfast with the Stars in the Port Area on Friday morning from 7am to 9am.  Saturday morning the Static Display in Hare St Echuca is another opportunity to get up close with the competitors.

To catch all the action on the water – Victoria Park Boat Ramp is the place to be.  A weekend pass is $30 with children under 13 free.  Racing starts on Saturday at 8.30am with the Bakers Blitz, which will see 21 boats vie for pole position in the expert classes during the Sunday’s racing.  

Sunday’ s racing starts with the social classes and Temper is first boat away leaving Torrumbarry at 8.30am.  Expert classes leave at 12.30pm with the record being 31:23 set in 200 by Top Shot the action should be fast and furious at the finish line.
The Victoria Park boat ramp area contains plenty of action.  The big screen will be there, capturing the action from along the river.  

The Southside Promotions Freestyle Motocross Display featuring Cam Sinclair and Blake Williams from the Crusty Demons of Dirt back flipping their 250cc machines over the purpose built 75 foot ramps, soaring 40 feet into the sky, will be demonstrating their skills over the weekend.  The area is fully catered for with a variety of food and beverages available.

For further information regarding the event you can visit www.southern80.com.au for all the latest results as they happen you can download the results via your mobile phone (provided you have internet access) at www.southern80.com.au/mobile.htm - this page will be updated constantly during the weekend.
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