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 Media Release

2008 Club Marine Southern 80
8th, 9th & 10th February 2008

8th January 2008.

One month till the 2008 Club Marine Southern 80 is on the water and entries have now closed.  Over 480 entries have been received and with the invitational classes to be finalised the entries look like topping over 500 – a record for the event (last year there were 482 entries).
The event will see Australia’s best water ski racers converge on Echuca / Moama from the 8th – 10th February 2008.

At the present time the committee of the Moama Water Sports Club are looking at each entry and seeding the entries in the order from fastest to slowest, as part of their safety planning in ensuring a safe event for competitors.  This seeding is based on results from previous events Australia wide, along with their performance at last year’s event.  Moama Water Sports Club President Alan McDonald said “The seeding is a time consuming process, but one which helps to provide the best and safest water for all competitors”   “Safety on the water is of paramount concern for the event” said McDonald.  “Every avenue is explored to ensure a safe event for all concerned.”
Once the seeding process is completed the program will go to print, with the printed program of events available in early February.

Some facts about the 2008 Club Marine Southern 80:

· 280 boats will be competing in the 2008 race

· 217 entries are coming from Victoria, 137 from New South Wales, 26 from Queensland, 3 from ACT, 4 International entries, 2 entries from South Australia
· The oldest competitor is Robert Jefferson, skiing behind the family boat Vulture in 60mph expert class – he is 66 years of age.

· The oldest female is Jane Jefferson, driving the family boat Vulture in 60 mph expert class – she is 64 years of age.

· The youngest competitor is Dani Altham aged 5 who is skiing in the Tadpoles class behind the family boat Riverside Marine.

· There are 6 boats competing 4 times over the weekend, they are Evinrude Racing, 4 Play N Racing, 4 the Boys, Kaned It, Synthetic, ASM.

· There are 34 boats competing 3 times over the weekend.

· The F2 expert class is a new class this year.  The F2 is an outboard engine class, based on one of the divisions which are contested at the world titles.  The engine determines the suitability for the class.
· Events which have increased in the number of competitors this year include: Stock 6 Litre, 60mph class ( in the expert class there are a record 55 entries) Seacraft Sprint and Disabled.

· 3 international boats will be competing – “Hell Ya’” & “Sudden Force” from the USA and “Warlord” from New Zealand.  A number of international competitors will be accompanying these boats, along with skiing with other Australian teams.

· World Champions – Jason Walmsley (F1 Mens) will be skiing behind Hellbent in Superclass.  Christopher Stout (F2 Mens) will be skiing behind Wildfire.  Tania Teelow (F2 Womens) will be skiing behind Prime Time.
· 23 other competitors are coming down the course 4 times.
The best place to catch the action is at the Victoria Park Boat Ramp area, a Two day pass  for the event is $30 and Under 16 years of age is free.  The finish line is fully catered for with food, drinks and lots of entertainment provided on and off the water.  Catch all the action at the 2008 Club Marine Southern 80.
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