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In not so ideal ski racing conditions today on the Murray River, Hellbent won the overall fastest time in the Barrie Beehag Ski Race.  The team of Mark Cranny driver, Damien Matthews observer, with skiers Peter Proctor & Paul Robertson they won the event in a time of 24:35.61.

The sometimes wet and windy conditions made the travel from Deep Creek Marina to the Torrumbarry and return, an event to test the skills of the drivers, and skiers as they travelled the Murray River.  No injuries were reported for the event and with records broken in five of the eight classes, it was certainly a great day of water ski racing.

The blustery conditions meant that the crowds who came to watch the event were down on last years, but they managed to see some top action on the water.

In the Unlimited class, first was Hellbent in a time of 24:35.61, with local boat The Mistress, with Zac Welch and Rick Love skiing second.  Third was Elm Street towing Kane Howard and Chris Mansfield.

In 8 Litre Expert, Cannon from SA was first towing Craig Nicholls and Stewart Willison and Sportspage towing Troy Barens and Travis Oliver second.  The three other boats in this class did not complete the course.

MOC Expert and Ace Racing broke the record, towing Wayne Duggan and Andrew Morgan, with Barely Legal with Kyle Mansfield and Steven Berry second – both in record times.  Third was Thundernuts towing Brett Dominguez and Anthony Pickles.

6 Litre Expert and Kamikaze broke the 2006 record of Cinders by 31 seconds to set a new record in a time of 27:32.21.  Kamikaze was towing Rod & Colin Senior.  Second was Synthetic towing Mark Boyer and Mathew Nesbitt and third was Bandit towing Craig Williams and Ben Coghlan.
SMOC Expert and Stalker Evinrude towing John Cartledge and Ben Pearse won in a time of 30:02.46.  Second was Silent Witness in a time of 30:04.74, towing Jay & Rory Brockwell.  Third was Evinrude Racing towing Clatyon Whitney and Troy Arlow.

2.5 L Outboard, and the winner was Club Marine Racing in a time of 32:51.69, towing Sean Savage and Amdrew Stephen.  Second was Kane It towing Aiden Rowe & Lisa Clancy and third was INXS towing Craig McDougall & Sharyn Jezewski.

Juniors Boys & Girls and the top three placegetters all broke the 2006 record of Revenge.  First was The Sting towing Lloyd Woolman and Will Groves in a time of 28:31.49, with Cinders second towing Beau Duggan and Dayne Tannenberg and third was Revenge towing Dylan Cuff and Brodie Easton.

60mph class and the first two place getters broke the record from last year.  First was Wood If ya Could, towing Tim Balaam and David Mahoney.  Second was Matchus towing Kate Cridland and Tayla Wright.  Third was Hydraulic towing Justin Tuohey and Neal Torpey.

77  boats completed the course out of the 114 entries. Full results can now be downloaded from the Southern 80 web page www.southern80.com.au and follow the links to the BB Ski Race Classic or phone the Moama Water Sports Club on 0354806754.
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