[image: image1.png]


 Media Release

2007 Club Marine Southern 80
9th, 10th & 11th February 2007


30th January 2007
The Victorian boat Hellbent is looking to win their third Club Marine Southern 80 Outright title in a row, when the water ski racing action takes to the Murray River on the 9th, 10th & 11th of February in Echuca / Moama.

Hellbent is owned and driven by Mark Cranny from Patterson Lakes.  The boat is a 21 foot Superclass hull with a 540 ci Twin Turbo Chev.

The team has been winning its way around Australia the past couple of seasons.  This year to date they have won the Sydney Bridge to Bridge, the South Australian race Murray Bridge 110 along with 3 Australian Titles at Jindabyne in January.

Damien Matthews from Mildura, has won this event as a skier, skiing behind Island Cooler in the 1989 event.  The past few years he has come down the river as an observer in Hellbent.

The skiers Daniel Campbell and Grant Patterson are also no strangers to the Club Marine Southern 80 winners podium.

Daniel Campbell from Sydney, has been ski racing for many years, coming up through the age ranks.  He has won this event outright the past two years with the Hellbent team and has represented Australia at the World titles.

Grant Patterson from Sydney, has won the Club Marine Southern 80, in 2004 skiing behind The Axe.  This is his first time skiing this event behind Hellbent.

Mark Cranny the driver has won the Club Marine Southern 80 three times before in 2006, 2005 and 2002 in his old boat Hellrazor.  In 2002, Hellrazor’s time was 32:33, in 2005 the time was 32:46 and in 2006 the time was 31:37, with the race record set in 2000 by Top Shot in a time of 31:23, will the Hellbent team take 14 seconds off their best time?

Mark is also running a campaign to be included in the Australian team for the worlds to be held in New Zealand in March.  For this campaign he is using his other boat Hells Toy towing Lauryn Eagle for the Women’s title, & Daniel Campbell for the Men’s title along with Trudy Stout for the Junior Girls title.
Lenny Retallick and Mark are currently the only drivers to have won the Southern 80 outright three times.  Can Mark win the race for a fourth time?  Only the team work on the day between all parts of the crew and the day will tell.

Hellbent’s main competition will come from the Stinga team from NSW.  The Club Marine Southern 80 outright title has eluded the team of Greg Houston, Kevin Boylan, Jason Walmsley and Chris Gelle, who are consistent runners with the Hellbent team in Superclass event all around the country.  Stinga won the inaugural Hawkesbury 120 and the Grafton Bridge to Bridge event this year.  This makes the teams 2 races each for the SRA Perisher Blue Superseries. Who will win the fifth?  The Superseries covers the classic races all over Australia such as Grafton Bridge to Bridge, Hawkesbury 120, Bridge to Bridge, Robinvale Euston Ski Race, Murray Bridge 110, Mildura 100 and the fifth event in the series the Club Marine Southern 80.
For further information visit the Southern 80 web page at www.southern80.com.au or phone the Moama Water Sports Club on 03 54806754
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