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 Media Release

2007 Club Marine Southern 80
9th, 10th & 11th February 2007


29th December 2006.

Well in just under a week, entries close for the 2007 Club Marine Southern 80.

The entries are steadily coming in for this great event which traditionally attracts around 400 entries.  

At the last minute another class was added to the event.  A 60mph social class was added to the Saturday events in response to the huge number of competitors joining this class.  The 60mph class is a popular class, as it encourages the first time ski racers onto the water in an inexpensive boat and they are not allowed to travel along the course at more than 60mph.  All boats in this class have to carry GPS’s to ensure that they do not exceed the speed.

Again the Southern 80 is attracting entries from all around the world, with competitors coming from the UK, New Zealand and the USA.  Many international competitors are treating the event as a stepping stone to the World Ski Racing Championships to be held in New Zealand in May 2007.

With Victoria and many parts of Australia in a drought, much concern has been raised about the water level of the Murray River.  Club President Alan McDonald is in constant discussions with Goulburn Murray Water (GMW) who control the water height for the river.  Alan said “ GMW has assured us that they do not intend to drop the weir pool at Torrumbarry until at least March”.  
The program of events includes Breakfast with the stars in the Port of Echuca Precinct from 7am on Friday 9th February 2007.  
Safety Scrutineering for all boats will be at Byfords Moama from 12noon to 5pm on the Friday also.

Saturday will see the many of the Superclass boats on display in Hare St Echuca from 9am, with the action on the water starting at 8.30am.  

Racing on the Saturday morning will see competitors start at the Victoria Park boat ramp, travel to the Five Mile Boat Ramp, await for the all boats to be accounted for. and then return to finish at the Victoria Park Boat Ramp.

Saturday afternoon racing will start with the Veterans (over 40 years), Tadpoles (under 10’s) sub junior social, junior social, disabled, 60mph and Senior Social teams leave the Five Mile boat ramp and make the journey to the Victoria Park boat ramp.  Later in the afternoon the Tip Top Bakers Blitz will be on the water with the Super Class boats all vying for pole position for the Sunday afternoon racing.  The Presidents invitational is the last race for the afternoon on Saturday.

Sunday sees the racing leave from Torrumbarry at 8.30am, with the social classes on the water.  Expert classes start around 12noon.

The best place to catch the action is at the Victoria Park Boat Ramp area, a Two day pass  for the event is $25 and Under 16 years of age is free.  
For further information visit the Southern 80 web page at www.southern80.com.au or phone the Moama Water Sports Club on 03 54806754
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