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 Media Release

2007 Club Marine Southern 80
9th, 10th & 11th February 2007


11th January 2007
Entries have now closed for the 2007 Club Marine Southern 80.  Around 450 entries have been received.
The oldest competitor in the event is Lenny Retallick who will be driving his boat Cinders in the 6 Litre class.  Lenny has won the event 3 outright three times in the 1970’s and at the Barrie Beehag in November he announced that this would be his final season of ski racing.  He is certainly going out on a high, as he won his class 6 Litre at the Barrie Beehag and along with winning his first ever Victorian Title in the 6 Litre class in December.  A win in the Club Marine Southern 80 would certainly cap off a great ski racing career of over 30 years.  Lenny is a truly great character in the sport and many people recognise his boat Cinders or his bus Cinders as it travels to the ski race events across the state and country.
The oldest female competitor is Nessie Hicks.  Nessie is from Queensland and is skiing behind her boat Sledgehammer in the Veterans class, where she will be skiing with her husband Roger.  She is also skiing in the SMOC expert class with Roger driving this time.

The youngest skier is Brooke Hammond who is just 7 years of age, who will be skiing behind Phoenix in the Tadpoles class.  Brooke is from Ballan, Mum Janine will be in the boat observing for her in Brooke’s first ever Southern 80.  One of the competitors in the Tadpoles class with be Brooke’s brother Jackson, who is skiing behind Jim Beam with Dad, Steve observing.
There are two sets of twins competing in the 2007 Club Marine Southern 80, one is Glen & Nick Poyser.  They are competing with their boat Backfire in the Seacraft Sprint and the 60mph class.  Nick is skiing, whilst Glenn is driving.  The Poysers come from Wantirna, Victoria.
The other set of twin are Brendan & Troy Hall who are skiing behind Get em Up in the 60mph class, with father Robert driving.  The Hall family are from Kincumber, NSW.

240 boats have entered the event with 85 boats attempting the course once.  8 Boats, El Loco, Clip On Racing, GettN Messy, Kaned It, Labido, Synthetic, The Witch, Twisted are attempting the course a staggering 4 times.
Competitors are coming from all over Australia.  Tasmania has competitors from Riverside and West Launceston. South Australia and the towns of Murray Bridge, Auburn and Port Lincoln are represented.  Queensland and Acherfield is the most represented town.  New South Wales, aside from Moama, Parkes is the next most popular town from which competitors are coming from.  ACT sees a number of competitors coming from Wanniassa.  In Victoria – the most popular town is Echuca followed by Sunbury.
The weekend promises to see some exciting action on the water, with racing starting on Saturday at 8.30am, when the first of the short course boats will leave Victoria Park for the 20 river Kilometres to the Five Mile boat ramp.  Before returning to the Victoria Park Boat Ramp.
Whilst the action on the water starts on Saturday.  The 2007 Club Marine will kick off with the Breakfast with the stars in the Port Precinct with many of the Superclass boats and other teams all meeting for breakfast.  Scrutineering for all boats is on at Byfords on the Cobb Highway Moama.
For further information visit the Southern 80 web page at www.southern80.com.au or phone the Moama Water Sports Club on 03 54806754
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