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MEDIA RELEASE


Southern 80 Ski Race is not far away.

The 40th annual Southern 80 ski race, sponsored by Club Marine is on the 11-13th February 2005 and is shaping up to be the biggest and best ever seen in Echuca Moama.

The Club Marine Southern 80 starts on Friday 11th February with the “Breakfast with the Stars” at McDonalds restaurant Echuca from 7am.  Here many of the super class and other boats will be on displayed along with their crews.  It is a great opportunity to see the boats up close, talk to the teams and decide who is going to be your favorite for the Bakers Blitz or Outright winner of the 2005 Club Marine Southern 80.

Another opportunity to catch the boats is as they are scrutineered for safety at the Byfords Equipment factory – Cobb Highway in Moama.  Scrutineering takes place from 12:00 to 5:00pm.  Here is where the scrutineers ensure that all the boats have the regulated safety requirements they need to race.

Friday night sees a spectacular launch night, which is quickly becoming a must on the ski race calendar.  This evening gives sponsors, competitors, guests and dignitaries a chance to socialize in a friendly relaxed atmosphere.  Here you can see the winner of the 2004 event, “The Axe” who won the Southern 80 and also took out the King of the Murray.  This night is designed to show the appreciation for sponsors support.  Entertainment, drinks and nibbles make this a night not to miss. Tickets available to the public.

The Annual static display on Saturday morning has the main street of the CBD closed to all traffic to allow you to get up close to the shiny machines and their crews.

Leave your car in the CBD area for the day and get on the shuttle buses that will take you straight to the Victoria Park boat ramp gate.  Join us for breakfast at Victoria Park, Echuca and watch the action live on the Big Screen and secure up a prime position for the day ahead.  Cost for weekend pass is $20 and day pass $15 per person.  No BYO alcohol as full catering and alcohol are on sale on site. (Party marquee packages available) 

The race for 2005 has a new component with the change in the race format, exciting display of trade sites, gate entry giveaways.  See live coverage of the start, the middle and the finish for the 1st time on the big screen at Victoria Park, Echuca. 

Saturday 10:00am at Victoria Park see the inaugural ½ Way Return race sponsored by Holden.  40 keen boat crews, (8 ltr,6 ltr, SMOC, MOC class) start from Victoria Park, and travel downstream to the 5-mile boat ramp, (see the effort it takes to get them get out to of the water) leaving in 1-minuted intervals, impressive!!  Then see them live on the big screens return from the 5-mile boat ramp and finish back at Victoria Park.  Who will set the records in this first year? 1:00pm see the future skiers (Tadpoles, under 10’s) take to the water at the 5-mile Boat ramp, followed on by 5 other classes including the oldies (Veterans) that have been around for years.

Think you are some sort of celebrity then join the celebrity bathtub race sponsored by Salem Ski Boats.  Be in the crowd at Victoria Park, Echuca for a chance to win a Polycraft boat, trailer and motor.

Trade sites are varied and will have a touch of something for everyone, from boats, motor vehicle accessories, off road tools, internet provider, camping, wine purchases / sampling from Clancy’s of Conargo (official wine sponsors of the event), to name a few.  

Racing continues with the Bakers Blitz starting at 3:30pm and is for invited Super Class boats.  These boats are running for the pole position in the Super class event on Sunday.  How many of these finely tuned boats and crew will make it to the finish line – this will be the topic of conversation on many of the thousands of spectators that flock to the finish line or watch from the banks of the Murray River.

Racing to finish around 5pm when our local band will keep the momentum of the day alive until presentation at 6:00pm.

Sunday, the peace, tranquility of the serene Murray River is awoken at 8:00am when the first of the Unlimited Social boats roar from Torrumbarry as they start the 80km race against the clock to finish at Victoria Park, Echuca.

Midday Sunday – Will the big guns break the 31:00 minute? (Record stands at 31.23) when they face the starter at Torrumbarry to head for home at Victoria Park, Echuca.  

The boats will continue to leave at 1-minute intervals until the last of all the boats leaves Torrumbarry at approx 3:30pm. 

The adrenaline will be pumping all weekend and to make a highlight of the weekend book your seat on the Official Southern 80 Helicopter “Condor Helicopter” for a ride that is almost as exhilarating as being on the water.

There have been many boats in the hands of the mechanics’ in the off-season, along with money spent on new ones.  So what will happen in this year’s race?

Entry forms are available now and close 7th January 2005.

For information contact Helen Britnell at the Moama Water Sports Club on 03 54806754 or mob 0408-505554 or visit our web page at www.southern80.com.au.
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