The Club Marine Southern 80

Forty years since the first race and there have been many changes to the Club Marine Southern 80 in this time.  The largest water ski race in the world will hit the Murray river at Echuca / Moama on the weekend of the 11th, 12th & 13th February.

The race which started with 9 entries for the ski section called the Echuca Cup, back in 1965, this year will see over 400 entries received for the whole race.  The race has grown from a marathon type event over 100 miles to a speed event over 80kms of the mighty Murray River.

The Club Marine Southern 80, weekend kicks off with the Breakfast with the stars at McDonalds – Echuca from 7am on Friday 11th February.  Here you can get up close to the boats and the teams on display, as up to 30 boats line Heygarth Street.

To ensure that all boats carry the correct safety gear, all boats are safety scrutineered.  This takes place at the Byfords factory on the Cobb highway Moama – this occurs on the Friday from 12noon to 5pm.  Here along with the boats being checked over, the paperwork is double-checked for the competitors.

Friday night and the official launch of the Club Marine Southern 80 takes place.  The individual sponsors of the Club Marine Southern 80 are thanked during a cocktail party at the Echuca Racecourse.  There will be a number of boats on display, along with footage from previous years events.  Tickets can be still brought for this event, by contacting the Moama Water Sports Club on 0354806754.

Saturday and what a busy morning! 

Racing on the river starts at 9.30am with the Kincaide Marine Rolco Short Course races.  These are new events this year for the 8 Litre, 6 Litre, MOC & SMOC engine classes.  60 entries have been received for the opportunity to go ‘backwards up the river’.  This new event will see the boats start at Victoria Park, travel the 20 kms down the river to the five-mile boat ramp (this is the backwards part).  Once all the boats have been accounted for they will then restart and return back to Victoria Park.  This means that there is more to see for the spectators at Victoria Park and the five mile boat ramp.  Entry to the Victoria Park area is $20 for a two-day pass or $15 for a day pass.  Children under 14 are free.  Please remember no esky’s as there is plenty of on site catering available.

Whilst there is action on the water, Hare street, the main street in Echuca will be closed off for the Static display from 8am to 12noon.  Here you can again have a look at around 30 boats up close, whilst browsing through the shops in Echuca.  Don’t forget to get your official merchandise at the Southern 80 shop in Anstruther st.

Saturday afternoon and the racing starts at 1pm.  The youngest competitor Matty Morrison aged 6 and the tadpoles class are first on the water.  This is followed by the Veterans (Over 40’s), Senior Social (30-39’s) then the Juniors (Under 16) and Sub Juniors (under 13) social classes.  There are 2 entries in the disabled class.  

At 3.30pm the big boys the Superclass boats are on the water.  There are 16 Superclass boats vying for pole position for the Sunday event.  The Axe last year’s winner, will lead the way with boats leaving at 2 minute intervals travelling from five-mile ramp to the Victoria Park.

Once all the Blitz boats have left the last race of the day is the Presidents Invitational.  These boats have been chosen by President Neil Donald to compete in this special class.

Presentation of the winners’ trophies will take place after the completion of racing.

Sunday and all the action starts again in the Club Marine Southern 80.  

The social classes leave the still waters of the Torrumbarry Weir at 8.30am, some arriving back in Echuca within 40 minutes as they ski up the Mighty Murray River and the 124 bends between Echuca & Torrumbarry.

Again there is plenty of excitement at the Victoria Park site.  There are plenty of trade sites with various items to see and buy.  The area is fully catered by local service clubs.  At lunchtime, local band Third degree will keep spectators entertained playing on the stage at Victoria Park.

There is a big screen available for you to catch the action.  SBS – Speedweek  / Fox Sports will be capturing the action over the weekend. With cranes positioned on the course and boat cams in the boats there will be plenty to see on the big screen.  The event will then be replayed on Speedweek on during the following fortnight.

12noon and the Superclass boats start to leave Torrumbarry for the trek to Victoria Park.  Out of the 16 starters, how many of the will make it back to the finish line?  Only time will tell.  They will all be trying to beat the record time of 31:23 from the Top Shot team in 2000.  Will The Axe make it two in a row?  We will all know on afternoon of Sunday 13th February.  Come along and catch the action.

For further information contact the Moama Water Sports Club 0354806754 or visit the website www.southern80.com.au

