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MEDIA RELEASE


All set for the 2005 Club Marine Southern 80

All systems are go for the 2005 Club Marine Southern 80 to take place on the Murray River February 11th, 12th & 13th.

The river is running high at the present time; due the rain Victoria has had in the past week.  All is set and safety precautions will be taken for a safe and successful running of the Club Marine Southern 80.

Over 400 entries have been received for the event, which is the largest ski race in the world.  Competitors are traveling from all over Australia, along with competitors from the around the world.

The USA will be represented by Lori Dunsmore, who is skiing behind Double Up with Lauryn Eagle from NSW.  Lori won the coveted Catalina race in 1993 and has represented the USA on a number of occasions.  Also competing in the Womens event will the Club Marine Southern 80 oldest competitor Mary McMillan skiing behind the family boat Looney Tunes.

From the UK we have Brady Hoggins skiing in the Under 16 Boys behind Tuff E Nuff.

Traveling from Hong Kong we will see ex-pats Greg & Lesley Toole back to compete in an event that they love.

From Across the Tasman we have a number of New Zealand entrants and boats.  Top Gun (previously an Australian boat) along with Team Brazilian and Upholstery Services are here for this fantastic event.  Around 15 New Zealand drivers, observers and skiers are also making the trip.

The youngest competitor in the event is 7-year-old Matty Morrison from Queensland who is skiing in his second Southern 80 behind Moovit in the tadpoles class.

To catch all the action on Friday – the day starts with Breakfast with the Stars at McDonalds.  The Sunrise weather crew with Grant Denyer will be Echuca on Friday morning, located at the Port of Echuca, so the opportunity to visit the Port Early in the morning is also a must.

From 12 noon, Scrutineering takes place at Byfords on the Cobb Highway Moama.  Here all boats are scrutineered to ensure that they meet the safety requirements.  Paperwork and last minute team changes are also done, as the event starts to unfold.

Friday night at the Echuca Racecourse the Official Launch night occurs.  Here the sponsors and competitors mingle for the official start to the weekend of racing.

Saturday morning there is much to see and do.  From 9am the main street of Echuca will see many of the Superclass boats on display.

9.30am and the racing starts, from Victoria Park Boat Ramp.  To get to Victoria Park from the centre of Echuca, there will be shuttle buses running from the Taxi Rank at Coles Supermarket, and the Sturt / Pakenham Street Car Park.  You can purchase your passes on the buses and enjoy the trip directly into Victoria Park, all for a gold coin donation.  The buses will also return back to the drop off points at the end of the day.

When purchasing a weekend pass ($20) you can put your name into the draw to win a Polycraft boat and Trailer package, or a Midweek or weekend houseboat hire with Executive House Boats, or Two nights midweek or Weekend 2 Bedroom Villa from Echuca Sunshine Villas.  All you need to do is fill out the form when purchasing your weekend pass, and placing your entry into the boxes at the gates or race control.  The prizes will be drawn at Presentation on Saturday afternoon.

The first racing on Saturday will be inaugural Kincaid Marine Rolco Short Course.  Here 61 boats from the SMOC (Stock Mono Open Cockpit Hull), MOC (Mono Open Cockpit) and 6 and 8 Litre classes will race down from Vic Park to five mile reserve.  All boats will be accounted for then the boats will return to Vic Park.

At Victoria Park you will be able to see them start and finish.  All starts of racing from both Saturday and Sunday will be shown on the big screen at the Victoria Park.  This year SBS/ Speedweek will be capturing the footage for the big screen and to be shown on Speedweek and Fox Sports within 2 weeks of the event.

Saturday afternoon and the Tadpoles will be on the water first, followed by the Veterans and then the senior social skiers.  Juniors & Sub Junior skiers are next before the ‘Big Boys’ come down in the Club Marine Bakers Blitz.  The Bakers Blitz will determine the pole positions for the Superclass event on Sunday.

Sunday morning the social classes leave from Torrumbarry starting at 8am.  Day passes to Victoria Park are $15.00.  The area is fully catered with many local service groups providing food, refreshments and merchandise.

During the break between the social classes and the expert classes you can be entertained by Third Degree.  They will be playing on both Saturday and Sunday.

The Expert classes leave Torrumbarry from 12 noon at one minute apart.  The first away will be the winner of the Baker Blitz.  Who will win?  It will be the boat and team, which can stay together the longest.  Will it be Hellbent or Stinga, Special Edition or the Chief.  You need to be there to catch all the action.

For further information contact the Moama Water Sports Club www.southern80.com.au or 03 54806754.

Schedule of Events

Friday

7am – 9am
McDonalds Breakfast with the star. Cnr High & Heygarth st Echuca

12noon – 5pm
Safety Scrutineering of all boats at Byfords – Cobb Highway Moama

8pm 
2005 Club Marine Southern 80 Launch Night – Echuca Racecourse.

Saturday

9am – 12 noon
Static Boat Display, Hare st Echuca


9.30am
Kincaid Marine Rolco Short Course races from Victoria Park to Five Mile Reserve and return 

1pm
Saturday afternoon racing from five mile reserve to Victoria Park Boat Ramp

3pm
Club Marine Bakers Blitz

4pm
Presidents Invitational Dash (12 teams selected by President Neil Donald)

Sunday

8.30am
Social Class racing from Torrumbarry to Victoria Park Boat Ramp

12noon
Expert Classes begin

Entry to Victoria Park

$20 Weekend pass (includes chance to go into a draw to win 3 great prizes)

$15 Day Pass
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