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MEDIA RELEASE


40 years old – The Club Marine Southern 80

When the first Shell Ski Marathon was held on the 29th & 30th October 1965 no one could have imagined that this event would still be taking place in forty years time and the number of entrants would grow from 5 to over 400 in the year 2005; in what today is considered the biggest and best water ski race in the world.

In 1965 the Echuca Ski Cup was held over 200 miles and the winner were an Echuca team consisting of Roy Reid, Colin Healey and Doug McIntyre it was run on the course from Echuca to Torrumbarry and back twice!

In each decade there would be a team or boat that stands out.  In the seventies this would belong to the Suicide team with Lenny Retallick the driver / owner.  The team won the event outright three times in 1975, 1978 and 1979.  Lenny is still racing today in his boat Cinders – so watch out for him in the 6 Litre class.  The fastest time in the 70’s was The Tack in 1979 at 41:45 towing skiers Craig Beehag and Ricky Christian.

The eighties would belong to Ted Hurley, who also won the race outright three times.  He won in Rolco IV in 1982, and 1984 and Recovery in 1987.  Printed Souvenir programs hit the stands in 1985, prior to this, the programs were printed in the local newspaper Riverine Herald.  By the mid 80’s over 250 entries were being received with over 15 classes, to cater the wide variety of boats and skier wishing to compete in now this great race.

The early 90’s and Island Cooler was the boat to beat.  With a local crew of Dennis Rowbottom, Leo Welch, & Jamie Oliver they won in 1989 & 1990, their fastest time being 35:03 over the 80 km course.

To take advantage of the soaring popularity of this race in 1990 the Bakers Blitz was introduced the two-day event was born – the first winner of the Blitz was Action.

1992 saw the Under 19 team of Thundernuts take out the outright winners title.  The team of Michael Dominguez, Eugene Bonollo and skiers Steve Morley & Brett Dominguez still hold the record in the Under 19 class till this year with a time of 33:34.

The Queensland boat Gotta Be Crazy traveled down from Cairns to win outright in 1993 & 1996. 

God’s Gift became the crowd favorite in the late 90’s winning outright in 1995 and 1998.  Echuca’s Jamie Oliver was again skiing behind the boat.  In fact Jamie has won the race as a skier a staggering 4 times, can he win again this year behind Blown Budget?  A point to note would be, that each time Jamie has won, the record has been broken!

The year 2000 and the number of entries topped at 465, the winner was Top Shot with skiers Jamie Graziano and Justin Cadden.

2002 the race that nearly didn’t happen!  Due to the rising cost of Public Liability Insurance the sports governing body was having difficulty in obtaining insurance.  With the ongoing support of the towns of Echuca and Moama and Club Marine the race sponsors over the past 9 years, the race was held later in April, when Hellrazor won the event.

The race has seen many changes over the years.  Professionalism of the teams from the boat crews to the skiers is something that stands out.  The race attracts competitors from not only within Australia, but international skiers and boats.  This year there are skiers from New Zealand, USA and Hong Kong.  Boats are also traveling across the Tasman from New Zealand to compete.

To continue to challenge the teams on the water, new classes and events have been added over time.  This year a new event is the Kincaid Marine Rolco Short Course, where the boat drivers and their skiers will be going backwards down the river (a different direction to what they would normally go – not actually skiing backwards.).  The competitors are really looking forward to these events, and who knows what future challenges the Moama Water Sports Club, the organizing committee behind the Club Marine Southern 80 will introduce.

There have been many sponsors over the years with Southern Cross TV8, 521 2QN radio station, Shell, Riverine Petroleum and Morley Ford.  Club Marine has been a major sponsor in recent years.

The sport of water ski racing is alive and well and the Club Marine Southern 80 showcases the best of the best in water ski racing action.  It is a race steeped in history and is a race that competitor all rally to compete in.  It is a test of endurance of the skier, drivers, observers and boats as they navigate the 124 bends of the Murray River between Torrumbarry and Echuca.

One of the best places to watch all the action is the finish line at Victoria Park.  Over the past few years, the large screen has been in place to help spectators watch the action over the last 5kms of the course.  This year to add to the excitement, the big screen will show the spectators the boats starting as well as finishing.  It makes great sense to be there on February 11th, 12th & 13th at the Victoria Park Boat Ramp.  Entry is $20.00 for a weekend pass or a $15.00 day pass.  Children under 14 free.  The site is fully catered and no esky’s please.

For further information contact the Moama Water Sports Club 0354806754 or visit the website: www.southern80.com.au
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