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MEDIA RELEASE


Superclass teams in a Superclass event

The Club Marine Southern 80 on the 11th, 12th & 13th February 2005 on the Murray River at Echuca will see some of Australia’s top ski racing teams competing for the position of outright winner in this prestigious event.

In the Superclass event there are 16 competitors.  The Superclass draw or pole positions are determined from the placings in the Bakers Blitz, which is held on the Saturday.

The Bakers Blitz starting at 3.30pm on Saturday 12th February will see the 16 boats travel up the river from five-mile reserve in just west of Moama to the Victoria Park Boat Ramp in Echuca.  The boats leave at 2-minute intervals in order to put on the board the best time.  The crew with the best time gets pole position in the Superclass event on Sunday.  The record for the 20 kilometers of river is 6 minutes, 51 seconds, which is currently held by Hellrazor set in 2002.

On Sunday starting at 12noon the Superclass boats leave at 1-minute intervals from Torrumbarry weir and travel upstream to Echuca.  The record for the 80 kilometers of river and 124 bends is 31 minutes 23 seconds set by Topshot in 2000.

The outright winner of the Club Marine Southern 80, is not confined to the Superclass event, which happened in 1992, when Thundernuts competing in the Under 19 Boys class towing Brett Dominguez and Steve Morley, took the outright title.

Entry to the Victoria Park area for the Club Marine Southern 80 is $20 for a two-day pass or $15 for a day pass.  Children under 14 are free.  Please remember no esky’s as there is plenty of on site catering available.

Further information check out the Southern 80 web page www.southern80.com.au
The contenders in the Superclass event are:

The Axe

Hull:
Connelly

Motor:
Chevrolet, 540 Super Charged

Driver:
Kelvin Black
Observer:
Darren Patterson

Skiers:
Grant Patterson, James Buser

Achievements this season:
2004 Grafton Bridge to Bridge – did not finish


2004 The Pubmart Bridge to Bridge - did not finish

Past Achievements:
Winner 2004 Club Marine Southern 80


Winner 2004 Robinvale Euston Ski Race


2nd Superclass 2004 The Edge Mildura 100


Winner King of the Murray 2004

Other:
Towing Lee Hicks (Women) and Grant Patterson (Mens) for selection in the Australian team to go to Great Britain to compete in the World Titles.

Syndicate

Hull:
Racecraft

Motor:
Chevrolet, 454 Turbo

Driver:
Garry Rudd
Observer:
Joel Kaal

Skiers:
Danny Cropper, James Buser

Past Achievements:
2003 Club Marine Southern 80 3rd Outright

Other:
Danny Cropper is a multiple winner of the Sydney Bridge to Bridge

Violator

Hull:
PFM

Motor:
Chevrolet, 480 Turbo

Driver:
David McMillan
Observer:
Phillip Kaal

Skiers:
Adam Kaal, Anne Proctor

Achievements this season:
2004 Grafton Bridge to Bridge – 1st – Unlimited Class


2004 The Pubmart Bridge to Bridge – 2nd Unlimited Class

Other:
Towing Kristy Taylor (Junior Girls) for selection in the Australian team to go to Great Britain to compete in the World Titles.


Anne Proctor (skier) is current World Champion (Womens) and recently given the title of IWSF Ski Racer of the Year.

Special Edition

Hull:
Stephens

Motor:
Donovan 496 Turbo

Driver:
Gary Holzwart
Observer:
Jason Griffin

Skiers:
Charlie Hunt, Phil McDonnell

Achievements this season:
2004 Grafton Bridge to Bridge – did not finish


2004 The Pubmart Bridge to Bridge – did not finish

Moonshot

Hull:
Connelly

Motor:
Chevrolet, 496 Turbo

Driver:
Lester Freemantle
Observer:
Brett Armstrong

Skiers:
Kevin Vahtrik, Peter Proctor

Achievements this season:
2004 The Pubmart Bridge to Bridge – did not finish

Past Achievements:
Winner 2004 The Edge Mildura 100 

Other:
Towing Ben Gulley (Junior Boys) for selection in the Australian team to go to Great Britain to compete in the World Titles.


Peter Proctor (Mens) is skiing behind Da Sarge for selection in the Australian team to go to Great Britain to compete in the World Titles.

Gods Rival

Hull:
Racecraft

Motor:
Chevrolet, 482 Turbo

Driver:
Chris Hopcraft
Observer:
Tim Everist

Skiers:
Ross Harris, Ian Baker

Achievements this season:
2004 The Pubmart Bridge to Bridge – did not finish


2004 Murray Bridge 110 – did not finish


2004 Grafton Bridge to Bridge – did not finish

Other:
New boat this season, Hull was the former Hellrazor.

Blown Budget

Hull:
Everingham

Motor:
Chevrolet, 496 Turbo

Driver:
Michael Dominguez
Observer:
Steven Morley

Skiers:
Brett Dominguez, Jamie Oliver

Achievements this season:
2004 The Pubmart Bridge to Bridge – dnf


2004 Murray Bridge 110 - dnf

Past Achievements:
Winner 2003 Club Marine Southern 80 


Winner 2003 Robinvale Euston Ski Race 

Other:
Observer Steve Morley has won the race skiing in 1992 as an Under 19 competitor, with Michael Dominguez driving Thundernuts.


Jamie Oliver has won this race 4 times skiing behind Island Cooler, Gods Gift.

Humble

Hull:
Connelly

Motor:
Dart 496 Super Charged

Driver:
Chris Tindale
Observer:
Bernard Tindale

Skiers:
Chris Singleton, Daniel Graziano

Achievements this season:
2004 Grafton Bridge to Bridge – 2nd

Past Achievements:
4th Outright 2004 Club Marine Southern 80

Other:
Towing Chris Singleton (Mens) for selection in the Australian team to go to Great Britain to compete in the World Titles.

Chief

Hull:
Connelly

Motor:
Chevrolet, 570 Turbo

Driver:
Colin McQuinn
Observer:
Owen Morgan

Skiers:
Daniel Shipp, Jason Jezewski

Achievements this season:
Winner 2004 Murray Mayhem – Superclass


Murray Bridge 110 – 2nd Superclass


2004 Grafton Bridge to Bridge – did not finish


2004 The Pubmart Bridge to Bridge – down in placings

Past Achievements: 

Other:
Towing Emma Carson (Womens) & Ashleigh Hogben (Junior Girls) for selection in the Australian team to go to Great Britain to compete in the World Titles.

Stinga

Hull:
Connelly

Motor:
Chevrolet, 496 Turbo

Driver:
Greg Houston
Observer:
Kevin Boylan

Skiers:
James Graziano, Chris Gelle

Achievements this season:
Winner 2004 Grafton Bridge to Bridge


Winner 2004 Pubmart Bridge to Bridge

Past Achievements: 
NSW Ski Racing Boat of the Year 


Won the PubMart Bridge to Bridge 3 years in a row

Other:
Towing Anne Proctor (Womens) for selection in the Australian team to go to Great Britain to compete in the World Titles.


Chris Gelle (Mens) is skiing behind Heat for selection in the Australian team to go to Great Britain to compete in the World Titles.

Sniper Racing

Hull:
Racecraft

Motor:
Chevrolet, 496 Turbo

Driver:
Michael Brooks
Observer:
Stephen Boyer

Skiers:
Matthew Brooks, Jason Cartledge

Achievements this season:
Murray Bridge 110 – did not finish


2004 Grafton Bridge to Bridge – did not finish


2004 The Pubmart Bridge to Bridge – down in placings in Unlimited

Gassa

Hull:
Stephens

Motor:
Chevrolet, 540 Supercharged

Driver:
David Bradford
Observer:
Kevin Dahlberg

Skiers:
Michael Stevens, Justin Cadden

Other:
Justin Cadden won the Club Marine Southern 80 in 2002 skiing behind Hellrazor

Hellbent

Hull:
Connelly

Motor:
Chevrolet, 500 Turbo

Driver:
Mark Cranny
Observer:
Damien Mathews

Skiers:
Steven Rowe, Daniel Campbell

Achievements this season:
2004 – Grafton Bridge to Bridge – did not finish


2004 Pubmart Bridge to Bridge – did not finish


Winner 2004 Murray Bridge


Winner 2004 Ted Hurley Classic

Past Achievements: 
SRV Boat of the Year 2003/04 and 2003/02

Other:
This team previously had the boat Hellrazor.


Towing Daniel Campbell (Mens) for selection in the Australian team to go to Great Britain to compete in the World Titles.

Asylum / Thundernuts

Hull:
Racecraft

Driver:
Mark Pethick
Observer:
Jason Langdon

Skiers:
Chris Jennings, Matthew Campbell

Achievements this season:
First race for the season

Top Gun

Hull:
Connelly

Motor:
Chevrolet, 496 Turbo

Driver:
Ross Christenson
Observer:
Mark Presnall

Skiers:
Bevan Turksma, Mitchell Galvin

Achievements this season:

Past Achievements: 
Won most races in New Zealand

Other:
Team is from New Zealand with the exception of Mitchell Galvin.


Bevan Turksma has represented New Zealand in the Trans Tasman Junior Challenge with Ski Racing Victoria


The boat was Australian owned before going to New Zealand, where it has been for the past 2 years.  

Mayhem

Hull:
Racecraft

Motor:
Chevrolet, 496, Turbo

Driver:
Mark Doherty
Observer:
Scott Wilson

Skiers:
Tim Driver, Rick Love

Achievements this season:
Consistent Victorian Point Score competitor
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