Club Marine Southern 80 – An International event.

The Club Marine Southern 80 is truly an international event with more international skiers travelling to Echuca this year, to experience the thrill of competing in this world-class ski-racing event.

The race attracts skiers, boats and crews from all over Australia with the majority of the contingent from Victoria, but most other states are well represented.  Queensland, New South Wales, along with Tasmania are all represented.

New Zealand team Warlord was so impressed with this race that they are shipping the boat over to compete.  The boat Warlord, has won the Southern 80 outright in the 1990’s and then since been sold to New Zealander Grant Hazelwood who will have his hands full driving the boat down the river.

Greg Dutton also called Fido – a New Zealand skier will be competing in the Veterans class behind Rollo’s Noizworks.  Fido has been to the Echuca area many times in the past in his role as Coach for the Trans Tasman Challenge team.  This team of New Zealand Junior skiers competes against Victorian Junior skiers each year.

Todd Haig (3 times winner of the Catalina race) from the USA has competed in the Club Marine Southern 80 before and he is back skiing behind 2 Easy in the SMOC expert & social classes.

Gary Sawyer & Bob Grande from the USA are competing in the Veterans class and the Unlimited Expert Class.  Bob Grande is the current over 45’s Marathon and speed skier champion in the USA.  They will be skiing behind Michael Dominguez’s other boat Thundernuts.

The Sewell brothers Rob & Dave travelled to our great race last year.  These up and coming British Champions were so impressed with our race that they are back again to ski behind Hagar in Superclass.

Lesley Toole former Victorian skier now living in Hong Kong will be back to ski behind Clip On Racing in Social Women.

The youngest skier will be Matty Morrison who is 5.  Matty has grown up in a family of skiers near Mackay in North Queensland.  He has only been on a single ski since September but he is going to give the Tadpoles course a go behind Seymour boat Still Crazy.  Matty competed in his first interstate event at the recent Nationals at Jindabyne where he was placed 4th in the Tadpoles event behind his older brother Luke.

Mary MacMillan a super veteran in her early 70’s has competed in nearly every Sydney Bridge to Bridge.  She will be skiing in the Open Women’s class behind Looney Tunes with Michelle Daley.

With around 290 entries received and around 120 boats competing on the weekend of racing it promises to provide plenty of excitement.

Racing on Saturday 7th February starts at 1pm with the Tadpoles classes.  Super Class competitors who are vying for placing on the Sunday event start at 3.30pm.

Sunday events start at 8.30am with the social classes and expert classes at 1pm.

Entry to the finish line is $10 per day or a two day pass $15…  There is full catering available on site.  Come along and catch all the action.
