Club Marine Southern 80 2004

Preparations are now well underway for the Club Marine Southern 80 for 2004.  The event which is to take place in Echuca Moama on the 6th, 7th & 8th February, has seen 287 entries lodged with the Moama Water Sports Club who conduct the event.

Entries are down slightly on last year, but the event promises to show case the talented water ski racers that we have in Australia.

Current World Champions Anne Proctor (Women), Christopher Stout (Junior Boys) along with other members of the Australian team who skied at Long Beach in California in October 2003 will be here.  These team members include; Stephen Robertson, Matthew Brooks, Lee Hicks, Keith Buxton, Lee Hicks, Lauryn Eagle, Tara Williams, Matthew Campbell.

The Club Marine Southern 80 starts on Friday 6th February with the Breakfast with the stars at McDonalds, Heygarth st Echuca from 7am.  Here many of the superclass and other boats will be on display along with the crews.  It is a great opportunity to see the boats up close, talk to the teams and decide who is going to be your favourite for the Baker Blitz or Outright winner of the 2004 Club Marine Southern 80.

Another opportunity to catch the boats, is as they are safety scrutineered at the Byford’s factory – Cobb Highway in Moama.  Scrutineering takes place from 12noon to 5pm.  Here is where the scrutineers ensure that all the boats have the safety requirements they need to race.

The Official launch of the Southern 80 takes place at Radcliffe’s restaurant in Echuca.  Here last year’s winner Blown Budget, along with the crew of Michael & Brett Dominguez and Steve Morley will be on display to sponsors and supporters of this great event.  From there the race is on.

Saturday 7th February will see race day start with a static display of boats in the main shopping street of Echuca – Hare st.

The first race of the day starts at 1pm with the Tadpoles (under 10 years old).  These will be running along the Blitz course of 20 kilometres from the Five Mile Boat Ramp Moama to the Victoria Park Boat Ramp in Echuca.

Following the tadpoles will be the Veterans (over 40 years), Senior Social (30-39 years of age) – then the Juniors, Sub Juniors and Disabled classes.

The Bakers Blitz is for Super Class boats and this starts at 3.30pm.  These boats are running for their pole positions in the Superclass event on Sunday.  How many of these finely tuned boats and crews will make it to the finish line – this will the topic of conversation on many of the thousands of spectators that flock to the finish line or watch from the banks of the mighty Murray River.

Sunday’s racing starts at 8.30am, with the social classes first away, with the expert classes starting at 1pm.

Spectators wishing to catch the action at the finishing line the cost is $15 for a 2 day pass or $10 per day.  There is no BYO alcohol.  Full Catering in available on site.

The weekend promises exciting racing, for further information check out the Moama Water Sports Club web page www.southern80.com.au or phone the Moama Water Sports Club on 03 54806754

